Public Finance I
Government Expenditure and Social Insurance
Mark Duggan, Autumn 2005

Meetings: The course will meet Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 — 10:45AM.

Course requirements: In addition to participating in class and reading the assigned papers (approximately three
per week), there are three sets of requirements for this course. The first is a mock referee report that will be due
in mid-October. The second set consists of problem sets, of which there will probably be two. The final
requirement is the final exam that will take place at the end of the semester. The point allocation across these
three is roughly 25%, 25%, and 50%, respectively.

Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays from 11AM — Noon or by appointment.
You can email me at duggan@econ.umd.edu to set up a time.

Useful texts

A. Aurebach and M. Feldstein, Handbook of Public Economics: Volumes 3 and 4 (Amsterdam: North-
Holland, 2003).

Committee on Ways and Means, Overview of Entitlement Programs (“Green Book™) — 2004 edition
available at http://waysandmeans.house.gov/Documents.asp?section=813
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