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DATASETS AVAILABLE AT UMD AND ELSEWHERE

The information on datasets provided below is mostly organized by portals, which provide access to various data sets. Bill Goffee’s Resources for Economists on the AEA website provides links to data organized by the nature of the data. Links to Bill Goffee’s comprehensive collection of data sources are given at the end of the document. These data sources include U.S. government sites and international organizations.

1. Maryland Population Research Center (MPRC --- Sodapop)

1.1. Brief Description

The Maryland Population Research Center (MPRC) has a partnership with the Population Research Institute (PRI) at Penn State University that enables students at Maryland to access data sets online. SodaPop (Simple Online Data Archive for POPulation Studies) is a web-based system that allows PRI, and now MPRC, affiliates to extract data, in various formats, as well as view codebooks and documentation.

The available datasets are the following:

Assets and Health Dynamics of the Oldest-Old (AHEAD) 

Census of Population and Housing 2000, Summary File 1 (SF) 

Census of Population and Housing 2000, Summary File 3 (SF)

Census of Population and Housing, Summary Tape Files (STF903A, STF903C)

Common Core of Data (CCD)

Criminal Justice System, Expenditure and Employment (CJEE) 

Current Population Survey (CPS) 

Early Childhood Longitudinal Study (ECLS) 

Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) 

Fetal Death Data (Fetal)

General Social Survey (GSS) 

Health and Retirement Study (HRS) 

Health and Well Being of Older Adults (HWBOA) 

Health Insurance Dynamics (HIDyn)

Historical, Demographic, Economic and Social Data (HDES)

Intercensal Population Estimates (ICENSUS) 

Mortality Detail File (MORTALIT)

Multiple Cause of Death Files (MCDF) 

Marital Instability over the Life Course (MARITAL) 

National Survey of Midlife Development in the United States (MIDUS) 

Natality (NATAL68, NATAL70, NATAL80, NATAL90, NATAL98, NATAL99) 

National Education Longitudinal Study (NELS) 

National Election Studies (NES) 

National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES) 

National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) 

National Health Interview Survey (NHIS) Supplements 

National Immunization Survey (NIS) 

National Longitudinal Study of Labor Market Experiences & National Longitudinal Survey of Youth (NLSY) 

National Survey of Families and Households (NSFH) 

National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG) 

National Youth Survey (NYS) 

Public Use Microdata Sample 2000 (PUMS001P, PUMS005P, PUMS01PR, PUMS05PR)

Public Use Microdata Sample 1990 (PUMS9011, PUMS905P, PUMS90PR) 

Puerto Rican Maternal and Infant Health Study (MIHS) 

Survey of Income and Program Participation (SIPP) 

Uniform Crime Reports (UCR)

Union Army Project (UAP)

1.2. How to Access

Go to the this web address http://www.popcenter.umd.edu/resources/sodapop.shtml and click on "Click here to access SodaPop". You will redirected to an authentication web page where you should include your UM directory ID and respective password. After being authenticated, you will be redirected to the SodaPop index page. Here you will find a listing of the different data sets available. By clicking on any of them (e.g., Assets and Health Dynamics of the Oldest-Old), you will find a brief description of its contents and, more importantly, if it is available to us in Maryland. It will not be available if it says something like "This data is only available for use by PENN STATE researchers". In the lower part of the page you will find links to the data sets and to the respective codebooks, where the contents of each data file are explained. Once you click on a given data file, you will be redirected to a web page where you can select the variable to extract and in which format. The available formats are SAS version 8, comma delimited file, tab delimited file, and Stata data file. When you click "Extract!" at the bottom of the page you will be shown a preview of your file and a link to the entire extraction file.

2. Robert H. Smith School of Business, UMCP

2.1. Brief Description

You can find a detailed description of the contents of all data sets available at http://vbic.umd.edu/. You will be able to find these databases:

Accounting Data: Research Insight

Corporate Financing Data: SDC Platinum

Macroeconomic, Markets, and International Data: Webstract

Mergers and Acquisitions Data, Worldwide: SDC Platinum

Stock Market and Options Data: Prophet Financial Systems Historical Data on U.S. Equity Market, and Stock and Index Options

Stock Market Data: CRSP and Compustat

Stock Market, Mutual Fund and Bond Data: 

Venture Capital and Funds Data: SDC Platinum and Venturexpert.

Wharton Research Data Service: wrds.

2.2. How to Access

In order to access to these data sets, in the XP machines of the grad econ computer labs, you need to go Start > Applications Network Menu > DataBases > Economics DataBases > UMCP Business School DataBases, and then select "connect to DATABASE server.bat". Once you do that you will be able to access the different databases, where login information is provided in .txt files. In the case of wrds, you will need to request an account, by following the links

3. Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR)

3.1. Brief Description

The Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) is a unit within the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan, and a membership-based organization, with over 500 member colleges and universities. ICPSR maintains and provides access to a vast archive of social science data for research and instruction, and offers training in quantitative methods to facilitate effective data use. 

This website contains an enormous amount of data resources, covering topics such as: 

Economic Behavior and Attitudes

Education 

Health Care and Facilities 

Legal Systems 

Organizational Behavior 

Social Indicators 

Social Institutions and Behavior 

In these topics we can find datasets such as:

American Housing Survey Series

Consumer Expenditure Survey

County Business Patterns

Current Population Survey Series

Internation Financial Statistics (only until 1991)

Panel Study of Income Dynamics

US Decennial Censuses

3.2. How to Access

The process to access all the datasets is very similar. First, you will need to be in a computer in the BSOS College. For example, you will not be able to download the datasets by connecting to the university network via VPN. Second, you can both browse for data by topic or search for a specific dataset. Third, in order to download your datasets you will need to login using an account. You can login or create your account here.

4. International Financial Statistics (2001)

4.1. Brief Description

This is a well-know database maintained by the International Monetary Fund containing information on international financial markets.

4.2. How to Access

In order to access to these data sets, in the XP machines of the grad econ computer labs, you need to go Start >> Applications Network Menu >> DataBases >> Economics DataBases and then select "International Financial Statistics 2001." You also can access the updated database at http://ifs.apdi.net/imf/logon.aspx, where it is possible to create a trial account

5. UM Libraries (Research Port)

5.1. Brief Description

To access the UM libraries databases you will need to go to http://researchport.umd.edu and select the following possible databases:

World Development Indicators Online

OECD Data (SourceOECD)

Agricultural Statistics

5.2. How to Access

You can follow these links

World Development Indicators Online
OECD Data (SourceOECD)
Agricultural Statistics
Other Datasets
6. AEA Web / Bill Goffe’s Resources for Economists on the Web Data Links

Bill Goffe’s Resources for Economists on the Internet on the AEA Web contains an extensive section on Data Sources on the web. The data sources are organized as follows:

U.S. Macro and Regional Data Links
Other U.S. Data Links
World and Non-US Data Links
Finance and Financial Markets
For convenience, here are some direct links to important U.S. agencies and international organizations. 

US Government Agencies

Bureau of the Census Data Access Tools
Bureau of Economic Analysis Data 
Bureau of Labor Statistics Data
CIESIN(Consortium for International Earth Science Information Network) 

STAT-USA
Fedworld: General U.S. Government Information Server 

International Organizations 

Statistical Office of the European Communities (EUROSTAT) 
Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), Statistics

OECD Labor Market Statistics
United Nations, Statistics Division
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, Statistics Division
7. Spatial Data Portals

