Electronic Resources for Research
I. Databases with raw data

Publically Available Databases
1. External data sources
· IMF’s World Economic Outlook Database (WEO)

Bi-yearly updated IMF database with the most important macroeconomic indicators for the member countries. Information is available by individual countries, country groups and also features a special section on commodity prices.
http://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2008/01/weodata/index.aspx
· Development data:  http://www.developmentdata.org/about.htm
Several links to data sources and datasets on the following topics:

· Trade

            - Education

· Governance

- Health

· Aid


- Population

· FDI


- Household Surveys

· The IQSS Dataverse Network: http://dvn.iq.harvard.edu/dvn/
A virtual catalog of available databases stored in different research institutes or used in large projects. Also features an author search to see the replication files of many scholar articles.
· Joint External Debt Hub (World Bank, BIS, IMF and OECD) 

http://devdata.worldbank.org/sdmx/jedh/jedh_home.html
External debt data source for developing and transition coutries.
· Living Standards Measurement Studies (LSMS)

World Banks site containing links to LSMS survey datasets for several countries and years. Include methodological notes, questionnaires and some STATA do-files to compute certain aggregates using LSMS data. 

http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/EXTLSMS/0,,contentMDK:21478196~menuPK:3359066~pagePK:64168445~piPK:64168309~theSitePK:3358997,00.html
A companion book exploring the different aspects of the LSMS data is available through Google Book:
The analysis of household surveys: a microeconometric approach to development policy (by Angus Deaton). 
· Integrated Public Use Microdata Series – International (IPUMS)

https://international.ipums.org/international/index.html
Access to census data for 35 countries: Argentina,  Belarus,  Cambodia,  Chile,  Colombia,  Ecuador,  France,  Greece,  Iraq,  Kenya,  Mexico,  Palestine,  Philippines,  Romania,  South Africa,  Uganda,  United States,  Vietnam,  Austria,  Brazil,  Canada,  China,  Costa Rica,  Egypt,  Ghana,  Hungary,  Israel,  Malaysia,  Netherlands,  Panama,  Portugal,  Rwanda,  Spain,  United Kingdom,  Venezuela.

Census data are sample fractions ranging from 0.4% to 10% of the total population interviewed. Disaggregation is at the individual and household level. 

A free and online registration and acceptance of terms and conditions regarding disclosure is required. 

· The Centre for Economic Performance – London School of Economics

http://cep.lse.ac.uk/
Part of the Research Laboratory at LSE (http://rlab.lse.ac.uk/) the CEP does research in areas related to economic performance. Most of the work is applied and their working paper series could be a good resource for some research ideas. They also have available datasets on certain topics. 

· Social conflict datasets 
http://www.systemicpeace.org/inscr/inscr.htm
A website that compiles information from the Center for Systemic Peace. Contains information on:

· Armed conflict and intervention

· Displaced populations from 1964-2006

· Episodes of political violence 1946 - 2004

· State failure data set 1955 – 2006

· High casualty terrorist bombings 1995-2007

· Conflict in India dataset: 1960-2004.

· Polity IV: Individual country regime trends 

http://www.systemicpeace.org/polity/polity4.htm
A project dedicated to code authority characteristics around the world to analyze the difference in democracy and autocratic authority in all major independent states (162 countries) 
· Polity IV: Regime authority characteristics and transition datasets

· Time series of patterns of authority and regime changes: 1800-2006

· Coups d’Etat dataset: 1946 – 2006

· Demographic and Health Surveys
http://www.measuredhs.com/
Offers a collection of datasets on population, health, HIV and nutrition in over 75 countries, (needs free registration)
· UN COMTRADE Database
Database featuring data on international trade and commodity prices collected since 1962.

http://comtrade.un.org/db/
II. Datasets from papers
a. Population density in 1500

Acemoglu, D., Simon, J. and Robinson, J. (2002) “Reversal of Fortune: Geography and Institutions in the Making of the Modern World Income Distribution” Quarterly Journal of Economics, Vol 118.
b. Settler mortality: Historical mortality rate of European settlers

Acemoglu, D., Simon, J. and Robinson, J. (2001) “The Colonial Origins of Comparative Development: An empirical investigation” American Economic Review, Vol. 91. (December)
c. Legal origin, institutions and outcomes

A broad compilation of the research agenda on new comparative economics undertook by scholars like La Porta, Lopez-de-Silanes, Shleifer, Vishny, Djankov, Glaeser and others.
The dataset has cross country information on legal origin, corruption scores, employment in the unofficial economy, formalism in check collection, tenure of Supreme Court, enforceability of contracts, index of property rights, index of judicial independence, creditors rights, individual trust, World values survey, index of autocracy, and many others. 

Lopez-de-Silanes,F. and Shleifer, A. (2007) “The Economic Consequences of Legal Origins” Journal of Economic Literature.

http://mba.tuck.dartmouth.edu/pages/faculty/rafael.laporta/publications.html
d. Religious composition of population in 1980

La Porta, Lopez-de-Silanes, Shleifer and Vishny (1999) “The Quality of Government” Journal of Law, Economics and Organization. Vol 15. 
http://mba.tuck.dartmouth.edu/pages/faculty/rafael.laporta/publications.html
e. African rainfall dataset

Provides rainfall data for African countries from 1970 to 2001, the file comes with a detailed guide on the construction of the rainfall data and the original sources of information.

Miguel, Edward (2004) “Economic Shocks and Civil Conflict: An Instrumental Variable Approach” Journal of Political Economy. Vol. 12, No 4.
http://www.econ.berkeley.edu/~emiguel/template.php?page=data
f. Episodes of sustained economic growth

Hausmann, Ricardo, Lant Pritchett and Dani Rodrik, "Growth Accelerations," version October 2004.
http://www.cid.harvard.edu/ciddata/ciddata.html
g. International measures of schooling years and schooling quality
Contains data about educational attainment and educational quality for both male and female population in 126 countries, the data is presented quinquennially for 1960 – 1990.

http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/0,,contentMDK:20699068~pagePK:64214825~piPK:64214943~theSitePK:469382,00.html
                  For further details:

Barro, Robert and J.W. Lee, "International Measures of Schooling Years and Schooling Quality, AER, Papers and Proceedings, 86(2)
h. Public debt around the world: A new dataset of Central Government Debt

Complete series of government debt for more than 90 countries covering the period 1991-2005.

http://www.iadb.org/res/pub_desc.cfm?pub_id=DBA-005
The methodology to collect the data and some descriptive results are available in the companion paper:

Panniza, Hugo (2008) “Domestic and External Public Debt in Developing Coutries” UNCTAD Discussion Paper No. 188.

To obtain an updated and extended dataset contact: ugo.panizza@unctad.org
i. Exchange rate arrangements entering the 21st country: 1946 - 2007
Based on the extensive work of Carmen Reinhart and Kenneth Rogoff on exchange rate regimes classification:

http://www.wam.umd.edu/~creinhar/Papers.html
The dataset have monthly and annual information on de-jure and de-facto exchange rate regimes covering over 180 countries.

j. Occupational wages around the world; 1983 - 2003
Dataset covering information of 161 different occupations in over 150 countries, the accompanying documentation is available in the website.

http://www.nber.org/oww/
k. Segregation and the quality of government in a cross-section of countries
Alberto Alesina and Ekaterina Zhuravskaya provide a new compilation of data on ethnic, linguistic and religious composition at the subnational level for a cross section of more than 78 countries.

http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/alesina/files/Segregation%20and%20the%20Quality%20of%20Government.pdf
l. Decentralization and Political Institutions
The dataset used in a paper to test the effect of fiscal decentralization on the efficiency of governance, provision of public goods, and economic growth. The sample includes a cross section of 75 developing countries. 

Enikolopov, R. and Zhuravskaya, E.V., (2006) “Decentralization and Political Institutions”. CEFIR Working Paper Available at SSRN: http://ssrn.com/abstract=408060
Dataset available at: http://www.cefir.ru/ezhuravskaya/body/page2.html
III. Sites with useful research resources
· World Bank Research Program Datasets
http://econ.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/0,,menuPK:476823~pagePK:64165236~piPK:64165141~theSitePK:469372,00.html
Offers a wide collection of datasets related to the research carried at the World Bank. The research program covers areas such as, climate change, conflict, finance and the private sector, international migration, living standard surveys, macroeconomics and growth, poverty and inequality
Among the many datasets available the latest updated include:

· Air Pollution in world cities:  A cross section of 180 countries with data on concentration of air pollutants collected in 1999.
· Infrastructure and economic performance database: Provides a disaggregated look at 37 performance indicators related with the provision of infrastructure (roads, electricity, telephone lines, water and sanitation). 

· A cross country database of sector investment and capital: covers information on investment by economy sector from 1942-1992

· Household Survey to Conduct Micro-Credit Impact Studies: Bangladesh (1991/92 and 1998/1999 surveys)
· Database on entrepreneurship: information available for 84 developing and industrial countries (2003-2005)

· Database on access to financial services around the world

· Episodes of systematic and borderline financial crisis (1997-2002)

· Worldwide governance indicators database: reports aggregate and country level data for more than 200 countries during the period 1996-2007

· Database of political institutions  (1975-2006)
· Decomposing world income distribution database: national income and expenditure data for 119 countries 

· Trade, Production and Protection Database  (1976 – 2004) compiles information on trade flows, production and barriers to trade for 100 developing and developed countries. 

· Technical barriers to trade database. A firm-level dataset for 17 developing countries based on a survey to more than 600 firms. Includes information on technical regulations to trade, use of voluntary standards, and cost of meeting standards technical barriers into major exports markets. 
· Databases at the Groningen Growth and Development Center
· Total economy database(1950 – 2007): A cross country database for 125 countries covering information on real domestic product, population, employment, annual working hours, GDP per capita and GDP per worker

http://www.ggdc.net/dseries/totecon.html
· 10 sector database (1950 - 2005): internationally comparable information with performance on 10 sectors of the economy in Latin America and Asia. (The included sectors are: agriculture, mining, manufacturing, construction, public utilities, retail and wholesale trade, transport and communication, finance and business services, other market services and government services.)
http://www.ggdc.net/dseries/10-sector.html
· Databases at the Center for International Development
All the following datasets are available at:

http://www.cid.harvard.edu/ciddata/ciddata.html
· Updated data on Educational Attainment 
Based on the work of Barro and Lee (2000), "International Data on Educational Attainment: Updates and Implications”, CID working paper No. 42. 

· Data on infectious diseases, geography and agriculture
Data compiled by John L. Gallup, Andrew D. Mellinger, and Jeffrey D. Sachs for a research program on the role of geography on economic development.
The data includes information on infectious disease areas, population in infectious, malaria affected area and population, physical geography and population, percent land area and population in each climate zone by country. 

· Highly indebted poor countries database (1992 – 1997)
Debt statistics for HIPC countries using information from the World Bank Global Development Finance database; the dataset can be updated with information from the World Bank World Development Indicators, Global Development Finance or the Joint External Debt Hub data service.
· Bureau of Research and Economic Analysis of Development
http://ipl.econ.duke.edu/dthomas/dev_data/index.html
Resource website with links to data from developing countries including:

· Household surveys

· Health and nutrition surveys

· Longitudinal Surveys (Phillipines, Russia and Vietnam)

· Migration

· World Fertility Survey (Office of Population Research at Princeton)

· Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS)

· Africa Household Survey Project

· African manufacturing sector

· Links to National Statistical Offices

· Databases at the Inter American Development Bank
Contains datasets used in different empirical studies. Most of the available data is cross section with a particular focus on Latin American countries. The databases include: Currency composition of firm liabilities, bank ownership and performance, public debt level and composition, the politics of policies, job flow dataset, political particularism around the world, revelation of expectations in Latin America, trade integration and business cycle synchronization.
http://www.iadb.org/RES/pub_List.cfm?pub_topic_id=DBA&type=pub_type&pub_type_id=DBA&pub_type_id1=DBA&language=english
IV. Other data resources 
· The web site contains links to public domain data sources:

http://gsociology.icaap.org/data.htm
· A guide for economic data resources

http://www.helsinki.fi/WebEc/webecc8d.html
· Statistical resources from the University of Michigan

http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/stats.html
· Data archive at the Office of Population Research at Princeton University

http://opr.princeton.edu/archive/
· Economic Growth Center at Yale University
http://www.econ.yale.edu/~egcenter/
· Data on Economics and Reproductive Health Survey Database (is a searchable site to obtain information on available surveys on health and population)
http://zim.sscnet.ucla.edu:8080/survey/
1

